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LETTERS, &c. 


PTS TREAT: 
| To the Committee for conducung the Free-Preſ- 


BEG. leave to make uſe of your paper 


6) I 5 to congratulate with our country on the 
ſpirit which prevails, to a degree unknown 
e till lately, of imparting knowledge to the 
public, on both ſides of any important queſtion, with 
the moſt laudable freedom. M hat benefit and im- 
provement ys we not expect from hence? Not only 
| politics are dealt out, pro and con, with a moſt. 


füberal hand, but Divinity 15 alſo propagated, on one 


_ | fide as well as the other, with great induitry, and 
in great abundance, Not to mention neus. papers en- 
lifted in the Catholic cauſe, we have Manuals, Cate- 
| chifms, Ereviaries, Miſſals, Offices for the National 
Saints, Directories for Seculars and Regulars, &c. 
| vended, not as heretofore, cautiouſly and clandeſtine- 
ly, like contraband goods (as they uſed to be ac- 
counted), but in broad day-light and in public ſhops, 
| | the bookſeller no longer thinking it necetlary to con- 
ceal his name, which now ſtands in capitals at the 
bottom of the title-page, with the place of his 
| abode, to invite cuſtomers: Nay, to very com- 
municative are the good Catholics become of late, 
that the Holy Bible itlelf, that dangerous book, which 
the wiſdom and piety of the Church of Rome uſed 
to keep up as carefully as an apothecary keeps pot- 
ſon, putting it into the hands oi ſuch only as flie 
was well aſſured would do no harm with it; that 
ery book has of late appeared in E Englith, cum perniiſſ4 


A 2 | ſuperiorum. 
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ſuperiorum. Think not, however, that the wiſdom 
or piety of the church is at all diminithed: For, 
in the firſt place, the price of the book is too high 
for the common people to purchaſe it; and ſecondly, 
their tranſlation 1s not that plain edifying one, which 
Ey his Majeſty's ſpecial command is appointed to be read in | 
Churches, but that of Douay and Rheims, which, not be- 
ing intended to be read in either churches or thapels, 
muſt be allowed to be made with no leſs {kill than n 
care; for, beſides the notes, which palhate and ex- | Þ! 
plain away ſuch practices as are moſt oppoſite to | m 
both the ſpirit and letter of the text, the . . 
olf the text itſelf, in many places, is on purpoſe made | P: 
__ equally unintelligible, to the Engliſh reader, as their | 41 
favourite, authentic vulgate, or the original Hebrew | Þ: 
and Greek; whereby you ſee the authority of the | ot 
Holy Churth is ftill maintained, and ſcripture proved | Te 
to be, what Catholic Doctors have ſometimes thought | 15 
fit to call it, A noſe of wax to be twiſted this way and | of 
that at pleaſure. And thus the Catholic cauſe re-] in 
mains unhurt, which, I preſume, is all that the moſt } gu 
| ſanguine wiſhes of the editors could aim at; For, to | he 
_ reconcile Proteſtants to the Church of Rome by the | pa 
Bible, tn any Tranſlation, is a project which they have | no 
doubtleſs too much ſenſe to embark in. Other en- | I 
gines muſt be employed in that work, and other en- 
gines are at hand for the purpoſee. 5 
Within theſe few months hath been publiſned here] an 
in Dublin, a fair edition of Mr. Phillips's celebrated | _ 
Hiftory of the Life of Cardinal Pole. The luſtre off 
his Eminency's high birth, and the charity of Proteſ- 


© Dea. rr 


tants, had hitherto ſkreened' his character from any of 
very minute ſerutiny: and if he now appears to have 2 
been an abject, puſillanimons, pedantic, perſecuting 95 

tool of the Court of Rome, it is his panegyriſt who has 0 1 


made the diſcovery, by bringing him out in too full 
a light. In the next work Mr. Phillips undertakes, 
with a view to make Proſelytes, I would recommend 
him to be a little more careful in the. choice of his} 

hero. With good Catholics, he has already, we 


may 


. 


yay be ſure, laid in no ſmall flock of merit, by the 


learning, the addreſs and the zeal, which he has 
ſhewn in the cauſe; and though ſome Proteſtant 


Divines, who have examined the book, have proved 


his learning to be but mere Plagiariſm, and his ad- 
dreſs but bold and groundlets aſſertions, mangled 
and perverted quotations, or downright milrepre- 
lentations and fa}ſhood, yet his zeal muſt be allowed, 
on all hands, to be very extraordinary, fince it has 
not only put him upon attempting to ſet off, in the 
brighteft colours, the utility and excellency of the 
monaftic lite (now grown into diſcredit in the Catho-_ 
lic countries), but upon undertaking the apology and 


| panegyric of Ignatius Loyola, founder of the Jeſuits 3 


an order which, whatever intereft Mr. Phillips may 
have in it“, has been found unſafe for Princes, even 


olf the Romiſh communion, to protect, or ſuffer to 
remain in their dominions: Nay, to ſuch a length 


is he carried by his zeal, that he hath not deſpaired 
of exculpating his church from the charge of cruelty, 


in delivering over to death all thoſe whom ſte finds 


guilty of differing from her in opinion; that moſt 
heinous of all fins, for which alone ſhe grants no 


pardon or indulgence ! What it, after all, he has 
not ſucceeded in his endeavours? The fault is certain- 
ly none of his: He has done his beſt: | 


Magnis tamen excidit auffr..  _ 

Not long before this great work came abroad, 
an cdition, in {olio, of the Lives of the Saints was 
A 3 | „ 


Mr. Phillips ſtudied at St. Omer by the name 
of Croſs ; performed his noviciate, or probation of 
two years, at Vatten about twelve miles from St. Cher; 
from thence he removed. to Leige; at which place, 
whilftt Mi. Eqmond Plawden was Rector, he was expell- 
ed tor irregularities ſo groſs, that the ſentence of Ex- 
comm:unicatio major was denounced from the pulpit in 
the reſectory againſt any of the order vho uud 


LI 


converle with him. 


5 e 
| paiated here, for the edification of the pious Catho- 


lies, which, I preſume, is entirely ſold off, for I find 


2 new work of the ſame kind, by Mr. Alban Butler, 
"war advertiſed to be now in the preſs, which can- 
not but be worthy of the attention of the public, as it 
is highly recommended by the ingenious and candid 
Mr. Phillips before mentioned. My curioſity, I con- 
| feſs, is raiſed to the higheft degree by that recom- 


mendation: I long exceedingly for its publication. 


In the mean time, in order to prepare my mind for 
all the benefit to be reaped from that maſterly per- 
formance, I have turned over a good part of the 
- Breviary, and made a few extracts of ſome ftriking 


_ paſſages in the lives of the more remarkable and 


_ diſtinguiſhed Saints of the Holy Roman Church; 


and if Mr. Butler has been able to collect any authen- 
tie miracles, that exceed the following marvellous 
exploits, his ſaints muft have moſt juftly merited 
the high honour of canonization ; and neither Cba- 

tholic nor Heretic, with the leaſt grain of modeffy, JI 
can ever diſpute the encominm beſtowed upon him 


by his good friend Mr. Phillips. 


Ihe zo th of April is dedicated, with an half double 
office, to the honour of St. Catharine of Siena, whoſe | 
hiſtory is related in the leſſon of the day. She taſted } 
from Aſh Wedneſday to Aſcenſion Day, which is 
. eighty-five days, being more than double the time of | 
our Saviour's faft in the wilderneſs, and all that | 
while took no ſuftenance but the ſacrament. Se 
had frequent conflicts with devils, and ſuffered | 
_ grievouſly by them in her own perſon, but had no 


difficulty to expel them ont of others. Once upon a 


time, perceiving our Lord coming to her with great | 
brightneſs, and five rays from his wounds pointing | 
towards five parts of her body, ſhe prayed that no | 


ſcars might appear, and immediately the ſears chang- 


ed 


+ Query, Whether it were the Fleſh of Chri/t, 
or the ſubſtance of the Wafer, that nonrithed St. 


Catharine? 
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| ble diſtempers, (/Morbos inſanabiles curavit) 
Some Fiſhes being once brought him dreſſed ready 
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ed cheir bloody colour into a bright one, and reached 
her hands, her feet and her heart, in the form of 


pure light, which her confeſſor took care to have 


repreſented in her pictures. Thus far the Breviary. 
But we are alſo told elſewhere of ſome other favours 
he received from Chriſt; that he appeared and 
married himſelf to her with a ring; that he opened 


her ſide, took ont her old heart, and put in a new one 


inſtead of it; that he cloathed her with a bloody- 


coloured garment, drawn out of the wound in his 


| fide, ſo that the never felt any cold afterwards. 


On the 16th day of May is celebrated a double 


office of the firſt claſs, by the whole order of Carme- 
lites, in honour of their General St, Simon Stock, 
a native of Kent in England. Being twelve years of 
age, he left his parents (that is, ran away from his 
ſchool), and hid himſelf in a hollow tree, living 
upon herbs, roots and wild apples, except that it 
plwKkẽbeaſed God, upon ftated days, to fend dogs to him 
| with bread. In this kind of life, the Breviary tells 
us, he ſpent twenty years, and then having entered 
in to the order of Carmelites, he was ſent by his 


ſuperiors to ftudy at Oxford, but he could not be 


prevailed upon to take any but an inferior degree. 
| However, he became a great writer, was choſen Ge- 
neral of the Order, and was endowed with the gift of 


prophecy and working miracles. He cured incura- 
for his dinner, which . he did not chuſe to eat, he 


Catharine? If the was ſupported by the fleſh of 


Chhriſt, there muſt have been a double tranſub/lantiation; 
flirſt into the real and true fleth of Chriſt, and then 
into St. Catharine's fleih, of which it muſt have 


become a real and true part, if it contributed to her 
nouriſhment. On the other hand, if it was not 
Chriſt's body, but the water that nourithed and fed 
her, then the wafer remained in its natura! fare, 
withoxt any iranſabantiation ot all, 


. * 


* 


7 
did but liſt up his eyes to heaven, and they were 
inſtantly alive again. By the ſign of the croſs over 
ſome water, he turned it into wine, being more cun- 
ning than the Devil (Superans Dæmonis Aſtutiam) who 
ftole away the wine that he had prepared for the ſa- 
crament As he was once praying to the Bleſſed 
Virgin that ſhe would diftinguiſh his order, which 
was dedicated to her honour, by ſome privilege, ſhe 
appeared to him, and holding out in her hands the 
ſcapulary of the order, (the Hymn ſays, ſhe put it 
upon his ſhoulders) this, ſaid ſhe, ſhall be the pri- 
vilege to all Carmelites, that whoever dies in a 
pious ſtate in this ſcapulary, ſhall not ſuffer eternal 


fire. He was an hundred years old when he died. $ 
His dead body was taken up the third day, and after | 


having done many other miracles, it ſpoke, (Triduo 
Junthes hoqueris. Sepaebrol) Poon ooo ie ED 
The important virtues of the ſcapulary, are ſet 
forth in the Bull of John XXII. commonly called 
Bulla Sabbatina, or Saturday's Bull. JOHN, Biſhop 


and Servant of the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, to all 


and every the faithful, &. While J was praying on 
my knees, the Virgin of Mount Carmel appeared to 
me, and ſpake unto me in theſe words: — O John, 
O John, vicar of my dear ſon, as I will deliver thee 
out of the hand of thine adverſary, (the Emperor 


| Lewis IV. whom he had excommunicated) and make | 


thee Pope, ſo I will, that thou ſhouldeft grant to my 
holy and devont Order of Mount Carmel, founded 


by Elias and Eliſba, the grace of a full Confirmation, 


namely, that whoſoever, being profeſſed, will obſerve 
the rules given by my ſervant Albert the Patriarch, 


and approved of by my well-beloved Innocent, the 


true Vicar of my ſon, giving his conſent upon Earth, 


to what my ſon has decreed in heaven, viz. That | 


whoſoever ſhonld perſevere in that holy Obedience, 


Poverty and Chafiity, and ſhall enter into this Order, 


ſhall be ſaved: And that any other men or women, 
whoſcever ſhall enter into this holy religion, wearing 

the ſign of the holy habit, (viz. the Scapulary) calling 
nm | 5 35 themſelves 


199 


themſelves by the name of Brethren and Sifters of 
the ſaid Order and Confraternity, ſhall be delivered 


and abſolved from the third part of their fins from 
the day of their: admittance ; promiling withal, 


chaſtity if the be a widow, virginity if the be a maid, 

and conjugal _— if ſhe be a married woman. 
And as to the pro | 

they thall be delivered both from punithment and 


eſſed Brethren of the ſaid Order, 


fin. And when they ſhall depart out of this world, 
making ſpeed to Purgatory, I the glorious Mother 
of God, will come down thither the next Saturday 

after their death, and will reſcue whomſoever I thall 
find in Purgatory, and bring them up to the holy 


hill of eternal-life. But theſe Brethren and Sifters of 
the ſaid Confraternity, muſt. ſay the canonical hours 
after the rule of St. Albert; and if they be ignorant, 
they muſt abftain from eating fleſh every Wedneſday 
and Saturday, unleſs ſome neceſlity hinder them, ex- 
cept on my Son's nativity.” Having ſaid thus much 
that holy apparition vaniſhed away. Therefore I 
John aforeſaid accept of this holy indulgence, and 
do confirm and ſtrengthen it on earth, juſt as Jeſus _ 
Chriſt hath, by the merit of his glorious Mother, 
granted it in heaven. Therefore let no man preſume 
to annul or contradi& this page or writ of our indal- 


_ gence ; or if he dare, let him know that he ſhall incur 
the indignation of God Almighty, and of his bleſſed | 
Apoſtles Peter and Paul. Given at Avignon, in- 


diction zd, the firſt Year of our Pontificate.” 


The facerdotal pages of the Breviary alſo aſſure 


us that St. Michael appeared here on earth in the 


ſhape of a BULL, in order to obtain a ſmall ſpot 
of ground whereon to build a church: In memory 
of which the Catholic Church keeps an annual fefti- 
val with a double office, on the eighth day of May. 
2 rich couple in Rome, having no children, to 


whom to bequeath an aMuent fortune, reſolved to 
make the virgin Mary their fole heireſs, and intreated 
the virgin to let them know in what manner fhe 


would have their money expended, The virgin 


(as 


1 


(as may be ſuppoſed) unwilling to loſe ſo advanta- 

geous an offer, marked out by a great fall of ſnow, 
in the month of Auguſt, a time when the heats are 
moſt intenſe, the very ſpot on which ſhe would 


have a church erected. A feaft with a double office 


is in memory of this great miracle obſerved by the 
whole church, guided no doubt by the ſpirit of truth, on 
the fifth of Auguſt. + PR 


An angel came down from heaven to perform 1 


chirurgical operation on the body of St. Francis, 
by impreſſing on the ſame the wounds of ſeſus Chriſt; 
which was afterwards attended with this great incon- 


veniency, that it frequently dirtied the ſaint's waift- 
coat and breeches ; or in the words of the Roman 
Breviary, Quod ſæpe ſanguinem facrum effundens, | 
' tunicam © femoralia reſpergevat. — A feaſt with a double 


office is kept, by the holy and true church, in memory 
bol this great miracle, on the 17 th day of September. 


The truth of this miracle met with ſo early an op- - 


_ Poſition, as in the year 1237, from Frederick biſhop | 


of Olmuts, and Evechard » Dominican friar. As 


| ſoon however as this oppoſition came to the know- 
ledge of Pope Gregory the IX. he gave immediate 
orders that the Dominican ſhould be ſeverely punith- 
ed, and in a letter directed to the biſhop of Olmuts 
in particular, and to all the faithful of Germany, his 
| holineſs aflerts the truth of St. Francis having mi- 
raculouſly received in his body the wounds of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt; and at the ſame time avers, that it was the 
principal cauſe and motive of his canonization. The 
Pope's letters bear date in April, in the year 1257. 
_ [See Wading, Anno 1237.] De 5 
1 ſhall add but one inſtance more from the ſame 
holy Breviary:— The 17th of November is a feſtival 
in honour of St. Gregory-Thaumaturgus, 1. e. the Mon- 


. d@der-worker; a name to which, you will ſee, he was 
well entitled. Having a mind to build a church in 


- certain ſpot, very fit for the purpoſe (in Loco apto) 
but too much confined, on one fide, by a rock ” 


1 11 


the ſea ſhore, and on the other fide by a mountain; 
he comes to the place by night, and kneeling down, 
prays to God to remove the mountain; and lo! next 
morning, as ſoon as it was light, he found it removed 
far enough to give the workmen full room for the 
building J. This faint was likewiſe famous for diſpoſj- 
ſefling devils from idols as well as men. He dried 
up a marſh, which had been the cauſe of ſome dit- 
pute amongft brethren ; and he kept a river, which 
uſed to do great damage, from pverflowing, by ſet- 
ting his walking ftick in the bank, which immedi- 
ately grew to be aflourithing tree, and the river never 
_ afterwards attempted to pals beyond it. 
Bauch are the extravagancies which are not only 
 tanght, but made articles of faith in the church of 
Rome! being interwoven into the collects, hymns and 
leſſons in the Roman Breviary ; a book of ſuch au- 
thority, that every prieft of that church is obliged, 


under pain of damnation, to read a certain portion 


Wt every Gay. „ 3 
And now, ſhould the foregoing extracts happen to 
fall into the hands of any ſerious Roman Catholic, it 
will not ſurely be too ſanguine to hope, that he may 
be induced by them to conſider how extremely con- 
temptible, as well as incredible, the facts are, on 
account of which thoſe male and female ſaints are 
appointed, by the Pope, to 4% our bleſſed Saviour 
in his office of Mediator in Heaven. One would al- 


1 This Miracle is cited by Bede in the Leſſon for 
the Day, in ſupport of the literal ſenſe of St. Mark 
xi. 13, But he ſoon recurs to a figurative interpre- 
tation of that Paſſage. However, ſaith he, by a 
mountain is to be underſtood the Devil, who by his 
Pride ſets himſelf up againft GOD, attempting to be 
like the Moſt High; and therefore a mountain is ſaid 
to be removed and caſt down, when by the preaching _ 
of ſound Doctrine, the unclean ſpirit is driven from 
the heart. is | 5 


moſt 
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moſt be tempted to ſuſpect, that the Legendary 
Hiſtory of Saints was an artful contrivance of infi- 
delity, compiled with a deſign profanely to burleſque 
and ridicule the holy miracles of the Goſpel, in 
order to ſap the foundations upon which the credibi- 
lity of it is built. Or, if theſe ſtrange fables be indeed 
the offspring of credulity, to what can ſuch an in- 
fatuation be. attributed, but to /e wor ling of Satan, 
with all power and ſigns, and lying wonders, and with 
all deceivableneſs of: unrighteouſneſs in them that periſh, 
| becauſe they receive not the love of truth, that they may 
be ſaved ? And for this cauſe, God hath ſent. them ſtrong. 
deluſion, that they ſhould believe a lie. 2 Theſſ. ii. g. &c. 


\ 
2 


Boebold thy Gods, O Iſrael! laid Jeroboum to his 


people, when he ſet up the golden calves, in order to 
eſtabliſh his own power, and to withdraw them from 


the worthip commanded in the law of Gcd. 1 Kings 


xii. 28. In like manner, and for much the ſame rea- 
on, ſaith the Church of Rome to her people, Theſe 
ere they to whom you are to pray, and by whoſe merits and 
interceſſion you. may. expect health: and ſalvation. With a 
quite.contrary and mon friendly intention, I beg leave _ 
4 addreſs them in the ſame language: Behold your 
ods ! Behold to what kind of mediators you are 
taught to pay your devotions! And can you think 
them worthy of that reſpect! Are not the very exploits, 
for which many of them are ſaid to be thus highly 
_ exalted, ſuch as no rational man can either wiih to 


relemble them in, or believe them to have performed? 


But were their lives never ſo exemplary and excellent, 
and the hiſtory of them never to credible; yet could 
they not be entitled to this honour, Neither the glo- 

_ rifted ſpirits of juſt men made perfect (if that can be 


ſuppoſed before the reſurrection) nor the higheſt arch- | 
angel who ftands before the throne of God, can be 


the object of your prayers. Your worſhip might, in- 
deed, in that caſe, be leſs abſurd and leis dilgrace- 
ſul, but would not be leſs preſumptuous, nor leis ſin- 
ful, there being not the leaſt thadow of either com- 
mand or example in the Holy Scriptures to coun- 

| 5 tenance 


e T3 
tenance it. There we are expreſsly t61d, that here 
;Z5 ONE GOD, and ONE MEDIATOR between God 
and Men, the Man CHRIST JESUS, who gave himſelf | 
4 Ranſom for all. 1 Tim. it. 5. | 5 
I ſhall trouble you, Gentlemen, no further at this 
time, but ſhall conclude this long letter with a prayer 
for the deluded people of the Church of Rome, for 
whom my heart's deſire it, that they may be ſaved. May 

their eyes be opened, that they may ſee their error, 
and their hearts duly affected with a ſenſe of the 
profaneneſs and idolatry of Saint-worthip, that they 
may turn from theſe vanities, to ſerve only the living God, 
” through Jeſus Chriſt our Lor. DR. 

I am, Gentlemen, your moft humble ſervant, 
ö Oo, WMILALETHES. 


eee 
F.. _ 


= 7 == 15 th day of January is obſerved, by the 
* 1 Carmelites, in honour of St. Paul the hermit; 
who, retiring from perſecution, took up his reſidedee 
in a cave in the wilderneſs, where he was fed, three- 
ſcore years together, by a raven; which every day 
brought him F a loat ; but, having attained the 
113 th year, St. Anthony came to viſit him, and then 
the raven brought him a who/e loaf, that there might 
be enough for both. Paul perceiving the approach 
of death, ſent Anthony for a cloak (which Athana- 
ſins had given him) to bury him in. Returning from 
this meſſage, Anthony ſaw his ſoul mounting into 
heaven -amidft the choirs of angels, prophets and 


_ apoftles; but found his corpſe kneeling and head 


erect, and hands ftretched ont [a poſture moft mira- 
culous indeed for a dead man I] And when, accord- 
ing to his friends command, he had wrapped up the 
body in the cloak, he was at a great loſs for a ſpade 
to make a grave; but behold, juft at that inftant, 

two lions came running out of the foreſt, full ſpeed 
ot expreſſing 


„„ | 
expreſſing, as well as they could, their lamentation. 
for the ſaint's death [U7 facile intelligeretur, eos quo- 

modo poterant ploratum edere] and immediately ſera- 
ping away the earth with their fect, made a very con- 

venient grave, wherein the corpſe was buried by An- 
thony ; but not until the lions were gone; though, 
as they had ſhewn ſo friendly a concern upon the oc- 
caſion, they might have been invited, methinks, to the 
funeral. | VV 

If your readers ſhould happen to be impertinent 
enough to aſk, how a ſoul, which is a pure ſpirit, 
can be ſeen by our eyes, the church will ſilence that 
queſtion, by commanding them to ſuppreſs their cu- 
riolity ; or, if that will not ſatisfy them (which, in 
theſe days of petulaney, may poſſibly be the caſe) 
ſhe will tell them, that the iouls of ſaints are very 
_ diftinguiſhable by their dreſs; a remarkable inftance 
of which may be found in the office for St. Benedick, 
on the 21 ft of March, his foul was obſerved going 
into heaven dreſſed in a very rich mantle or cloak, 
_ with lamps glittering all round it [Pallio ornatum 
Pretioſiſimo circum eam fulgentibus lampadibus ]]. If any 
doubt ſhonld ftill remain, you have nothing to do 
but to wait the publication of Mr. Alban Butler's lives 
of the Saints, which will ſoon come out, and then 
all, you may be ſure, will be fully cleared up. 


As that ingenious author probably does not confine | 


himſelf entirely to the hiftortes contained in the Bre- 
viary, 1 hope I ſhall not be thought to take too 
great a liberty, if I add the following relation con- 
cerning the Order of Mathurines, which not having 
in my poſſeſſion the Breviary of that order, I am 
obliged to take upon other authority, but ſuch as is 
J O0-Y Or Oo on 
A. D. 1198, Innocent III. gave the proper habit 
to Felix de Valoix and John of Mathe, founders of 
the religious order of the Holy Trinity, or Mathu- 
rins; which laſt name they bear from a place at 
Paris, where they built their ſeminary, in which was 
 @ chapel, wherein was depoſited the body of St. 
| | 1 5 | Mathurin, 


x „„ SR. 
Mathurin, a Confeſſor, God knows: who, having 
been brought thither from Rome. The two foun- 
ders of this order having, through humility, retired 
to a deſart, would have remained there unnoticed and 
unknown, had not heaven been pleaſed to bring them 
upon the theatre of the world, by a moſt ſtupendous 
miracle. 5 VVV 
In the woods, near the retreat of theſe anchorets, 
was a white hart, which, by long acquaintance, was 
grown familiar with them. One day, as they were 
playing with him, they perceived, fixed to his horns, 
a croſs, half blue and half of a reddiſh purple, which 
could not but greatly ſurpriſe them. After ſome re- 
fleftion, John of Mathe accounted for this extraor- 
dinary phenomenon, by comparing it with a viſion 
he had on the day he ſaid his firſt maſs; in which he 
declared that, at the elevation of the Hoft, he ſaw 
an angel cloathed in white raiment, with a, croſs on 
his breaft, exactly reſembling that which was on the 
| hart's horns, Though Felix did not doubt John's 
fincerity, yet he thought proper to pray for a more 
explicit revelation ; which was ſoon granted by the 
miniſtry of angels. This determined them to go to 
Rome, to acquaint the Pope with this miracle. The 
white hart, who attended them, was no expence to 
them on the road, for he neither eat nor drank du- 
ring the whole journey. When they arrived at Rome, 


and were introduced to the Pope, and had the honour 


of kiſſing his feet, his Holineſs, having been informed 
ol all particulars about the hart, was pleaſed to en- 
quire for him, and being told that he was at the door, 
where the porter had ftopped him, ordered him to be 
let in. The doors being opened, the hart entered 
 vith a grave countenance, made three bows as he ap- 
proached his Holineſs, and, with great reverence, 
_ kiſſed his ſlipper three times; and, it is to be pre- 
ſumed, withdrew with the like obeiſance as he made 
when admitted into the preſence. | : 
After this extraordinary interpoſition of heaven in 
favour of the Mathurines, that order could have no 


reaſon » 


5 teaſon to doubt of the continuance of its protection; 
ndich, indeed, appears pretty viſible in the following 
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John of Mathe had-founded a convent of Nuns in 


the county of Avignon; ſoon aſter which, the winter | 
. "was ſo ſevere, that the country all around was co red 


with ſnow, ſeven or eight feet deep. The poor Nuns, 
who it ſeems had laid in no-proviſtons'for the winter, 
and, by the badneſs of the roads, could then procure 


none, were ſoon reduced to the utmoſt diſtrefa. The | 


Mother Abbeſs, however, in this extremity, ſetting | 
them an example of that faith which ſhe had: before | 


ſtrenuouſly recommended to them, cauſed the bell to 
be tung as uſtal, to call the Nuns to dinner, who ſat 
don to table, and began to read, in expectation of 
relief, which they very toon obtained: For, lo! two 
pbeautiful young ladies, utterly unknown to any in the — 

Convent, brought into the hall great abundance of | 
: proviſions, of the very beſt kinds, and then immediate 


ly retired ; and this they continued to do conftant! Ys ; 


ecerery day, until the ſnow was melted. | 
he above account is taken from the annals of the | 
order of the Holy Trinity, by Bonaventura Balo, Tom | 
1, printed'in folio at Rome, with permiſſion. ' Whether 
fit makes a part of Mr. Alban Butler's collection or not, | 
aii bookſeller will certainly be obliged to me for point- 


Ing it ont to the public at preſent, as it cannot but ex- 
cite in your readers an uncommon curioſſty and re- 
ſpect for a work of that kind. If it be taken notice of 


by that learned author, it may be conſidered as an 


edifying ſpecimen of his performance; and if, by any 
accident, it happens to have eſcaped his diligence, L * 
ſhall be proud to have contributed ſo valuable-a ſup- 


plement, which, Ldoubtmnot, will be inſerted in all fu- 
ture editions of the hiſtory of the lives of the ſaints. 


Lam, Gentlemen your moſt humble ſervant, 
e - MISOPSEUDES, 
ed 7 W 
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